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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 097090 

E.O. 11652:GDS 
TAGS: MARR, MASS LA 

SUBJECT:EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL (EOD) TEAMS 
IN LAOS 

REF; A. VIENTIANE 3338; B. STATE 086965 

1. WE CONCUR IN YOUR PROPOSAL TO PRESENT NOTE (ALONG LINES 
REF A) INFORMING THE FOREIGN MINISTER OF OUR INTENTION 
TO WITHDRAW MILITARY EOD TEAMS FROM LAOS PRIOR JUNE 4, 1974, 
BUT OFFERING CONTINUED US EOD ASSISTANCE BEYOND THAT DATE 
IF REQUESTED BY PGNU, SUBJECT TO FOLLOWING CONDITIONS: 
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- EACH OPERATION WILL BE FULLY COORDINATED AND APPROVED BY 
BOTH THE VIENTIANE AND LPF SIDES OF THE PGNU BEFORE IMPLE- 
MENTING, AND, 

- JOINT LAO ESCORTS WILL BE PROVIDED BY PGNU ON ALL OPERA- 
TIONS. 

2. DIPLOMATIC NOTE SHOULD INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

-THE US EOD MISSION WILL BE ORIENTED TOWARD THE EARLY 
DEVELOPMENT OF A LAO CAPABILITY TO ASSUME EOD FUNCTIONS. 
ON-THE-JOB TRAINING WILL BE EMPHASIZED. 

-EOD SUPPORT, IF ACCEPTED, WILL CONTINUE TO BE AVAILABLE 

AT THE CURRENT LEVEL FOR ONLY SIX (6) MONTHS COMMENCING 
JUNE 4, 1974 WITH THE INDIGENOUS CAPABILITY SUFFICIENTLY 

DEVELOPED DURING THAT PERIOD TO ASSUME THE MISSION. 

FYI; THE PRIMARY MISSION OF USAF EOD PERSONNEL IN THAI- 
LAND REMAINS THE SUPPORT OF USAF FORCES. THESE EOD RE- 
SOURCES IN THAILAND WILL NOT BE INCREASED NOR RETAINED 
BEYOND PROGRAMMED REDEPLOYMENT DATES SOLELY TO SUPPORT 
LAOS EOD REQUIREMENTS. USAF EOD UNITS (CURRENTLY AT 82 
PERCENT STRENGTH) ARE NOT AUTHORIZED MANNING TO SUPPORT 
LAOS EOD ACTIVITIES AND TO DATE HAVE PROVIDED THIS SUPPORT 
IN ADDITION TO PERFORMING THEIR PRIMARY MISSION END FYI. 

3. WE SHARE YOUR VIEWS THAT THIS IS ONE ACTIVITY WHICH 

IS OF GENERAL BENEFIT AND SHOULD GO ON RECORD WITH OUR 
INTENTION TO COMPLY WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE AGREEMENT 
AND PROTOCOL AS WELL AS TO OFFER THIS HUMANITARIAN 
ASSISTANCE. RUSH 
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